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Tandem define matrem. Hor. 


sommepee SS TLE generality of the young unmarried ladies 
exp of the prefent age diflike no company fo 
ye much as the elderly perfons of their own 
; fex, whether married or unmarried. Go- 





ing with an old maiden aunt, a mamma, or 
grand-mamma to the play, or to Ranelagh, is fo infipid an 
amufement, that it robs their entertainment of the very name 
of a party of pleafure, To be handed into a box, walk in 
the public gardens, or make one at a card-table at a route, 
with a fprightly young nobleman, or gallant colonel of the 
guards, has fome life in it; but to be kept perpetually under 
the wing of an old lady, can have no charms for a woman 
of fpirit. The prefence of thefe antiquated females impofes 
a conftraint on their behaviour: they are, indeed, like the 


Vor. II, Nanna Duennas 
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Duennas in Spain, fpies on the conduct of the gay and 
young; and a good old gentlewoman with a young beauty 
by her fide watches her every motion, and is as much 
frighted, if the pretty creature makes any advances to a man, 
as a hen, who has been fofter-mother to a brood of duck- 
lings, is alarmed at their taking to the water. 


But though a foofe coquet behaviour is fo much in 
vogue, a modeft deportment is moft natural and becoming 
in the fair fex; and I am always glad to fee a young lady of 
fufficient fenfe and difcretion, to behave with an innocent 
chearfulnefs, inftead of apparent uneafinefs and conftraint, 
before her more aged female friends and relations. But 
though a daughter fhould prefer no company to her mother, 
a fon would appear as ridiculous, if he always dangled at 
the fide of his mamma, as if he wore his fifter’s petticoats : 
and however amiable this maidenly demeanor might feem 
in a young girl, I cannot view it with equal approbation in 
the character of a Male-Virgin ; — a character, with which 
I fhall here prefent the reader, as drawn by one of my cor- 


re{pondents. 


Jo Mr. TOWN. 
SIR, 


OU have already given us feveral inftances of thofe am- 
biguous creatures among the men, who are both male 

and female: permit me to add to them an account of thofe . 
Jady-like gentlemen, whom we may diftinguith by the title of 
their mother’s own fons; who have in vain changed the bib 
and leading-ftrings for the breeches, and ftick as clofe to 
thcir mammas, as a great calf to the fide of an old cow. I 
am intimately acquainted with one of thefe over-grown ba- 
bies; 
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bies ; who is indeed too big to be dandled in lap, or fed 
with a pap-fpoon, though he is no more weaned from his 
mother, than if he had not yet quitted the nurfery. 


Tue delicate Binty Suck11NG is the contempt of the 
men, the jeft of the women, and the darling of his mamma, 
She doats on him to diftraction ; and is in perpetual admi- 
ration of his wit, and anxiety for his health. The good 
young gentleman, for his part, is neither undutiful nor un- 
grateful: the is the only woman, that he does not look on ~ 
with indifference; and the is his tutorefs, his phyfician, 
and his nurfe. She provides his broth every evening, will 
not fuffer him to look into a book by candle-light, left he 
fhould hurt his eyes ; and takes care to have his bed warmed: | 
nay, I have known him fit with his mamma’s white hand- 
kerchief round his neck through a whole vifit, to guard him 
from the wind of that ugly door, or that terrible chink in 
the wainfcot. | 


But however familiarly he may behave in his addreffes 
to his mother, and whatever little acts of gallantry may pafs 
between them, no encouragement can prevail on him to 
treat other women with the fame freedom. Being once de- 
fired at a ball to dance a minuet, inftead of taking out any 
of the young ladies, he could pitch upon no partner fo agree- 
able, to whom he might offer the compliment of his hand, 
as his mother; and I remember, when he was once called 
upon in a large company at a tavern to give a lady in his 
turn, he plainly fhewed who was the fole miftrefs of his 
affections, by toafting his mother. The gallant cuftom of 
challenging a lady to drink a bumper, by leaving it to her 
option whether fhe will have hod or nob, frequently gives a 


delicious 
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delicious flavour to the liquor, efpecially when, as I have 
known it happen, joining the lips of the glaffes has made 
the prelude to a meeting between the lips of the parties: but 
he could not be prevailed on to accept a glafs of claret from 
the faireft hand, though a kifs were fure to follow it. I 
have known him fo very nice, as to refufe a glafs of fack 
filled with walnuts, which had been peeled by the fnowy 
fingers of a beautiful young lady; though I have feen him 
{mack his lips after a glafs of raifin wine, in which his 
prudent mother had been dabbling with her fnuffy finger, 
in order to fifh out the fmall particles of cork, which 
might poffibly have choaked him. If a lady drops her fan, 
he fits without any emotion, and fuffers her to floop for it 
herfelf ; or if fhe ftrikes her tea-cup againft the faucer to 
give notice that it is empty, he pays no regard to the fignal, 
but fees her walk up to the tea-table, without ftirring from 
his chair. He would rather leave the moft celebrated beauty, 
in crofiing the ftreet, to the mercy of a drayman, than 
truft her with his little finger: though at the fame time 
fhould his mother be fo diftrefled, he would not fcruple to 
bear as much of her weight as he could ftand under, and 
to redeem her filk ftockings from jeopardy would even 


expole his own. 


One wou'd imagine, that this extreme coynefs and re- 
ferve, in which he fo remarkably differs from the generality 
of his own fex, would in another refpect as effectually diftin- 
guifh him from the generality of women: I mean, that being 
lefs polite in his addrefs than a footman, we fhould hardly ex- 
pect to find him more loquacious than a chambermaid. But 
this is really the cafe, Suffer him to take the lead in conver- 


fation, and there are certain topicks, in which the moft 
prating 
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prating-goffip at a chriftening would find it difficult to cope 
with him. The ftrength of his conftitution is his favourite 
theme : he is conftantly attempting to prove, that he is not 
fufceptible of the leaft injury from cold; though a hoarfe- 
nefs in his voice, and the continual interruptions of a con- 
fumptive cough, give him the lye in his throat at the end 
of every fentence. The inftances, indeed, by which he 
endeavours to prove his hardinefs, unluckily rather tend to 
convince us of the delicacy of his frame, as they feldom 
amount to more, than his having kicked off the bed-choaths 
in his fleep, laid afide one of his flannel waiftcoats in a 
hot day, or tried on a new pair of pumps before they had 
been fufficiently aired. For the truth of thefe facts he always 
appeals to his mamma, who vouches for him with a figh, 
and protefts that his careleffnefs would ruin the conftitution 
of a horfe. 


I am now coming to the moft extraordinary part of his 
character. This pufillanimous creature thinks himfelf, and 
would be thought, a Buck. The noble fraternity of that 
order find, that their reputation can be no otherwife main- 
tained, than by prevailing on an Jr7/h chairman now and 
then to favour them with a broken head, or by conferring 
the fame token of their efteem on the unarmed and defence- 
lefs waiters at a tavern. But thefe exploits are by no means 
fuited to the difpofition of our hero: and yet he always looks 
upon his harmlefs exploits as the bold frolicks of a Buck. 
If he efcapes a nervous fever a month, he is quite a Buck: 
if he walks home after it is dark, without his mamma’s 


maid to attend him, he is quite a Buck: if he fits up an 
hour later than his ufual time, or drinks a glafs or two of 


wine without water, he calls it a debauch; and becaufe his 
Vox. Il. Oooo head 
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head does not ache the next morning, he is quite a Buck. 





In fhort, a woman of the leaft {pirit within the precinéts of 
St ‘fames’s would demolifh him in a week, fhould he 
pretend to keep pace with her in her irregularities: and 








yet he is ever dignifying himfelf with the appellation 
of a Buck, 



















Now might it not be giving this gentleman a ufeful hint, 
‘Mr. Town, to affure him, that while milk and water is his 
darling liquor, a Bamboo cane his Club, and his mother the 
fole object of his affections, the world will never join in 
denominating him a Buck: That if he fails in this attempt, 
he is abfolutely excluded from every order in fociety ; for 
whatever his deferts may be, no aflembly of antiquated 
virgins can ever acknowledge him for a fifter, nature having 
as deplorably difqualified him for that rank in the commu- 
nity, as he has difqualified himfelf for every other: And 
that, though he never can arrive at the dignity of leading 
apes in hell, he may poffibly be condemn’d to dangle in 
that capacity, at the apron-ftring of an old maid in the next 
world, for having fo abominably refembled one in this. 


I am, 
S IR, 


Your humble Servant, &c. 
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